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Program Note and Instructions 
 

 
Earth Encomium is composed with a system of ever descending harmonic orbits that become 
interleaved with each other, like spirals within spirals, creating multi-dimensional harmonic 
loops. Perhaps mixed feelings of homage, pathos and inevitability somehow reside inside 
these descending loops. 
 
The score may be realized as a piano solo. 
 
Optionally, the music may be distributed among multiple, spatially distributed pianos. 
 
Also, optionally, the sounds of the piano may be fed into a computer-electronic system that 
implements an instrument design specified in the score for a companion composition 
Nothingness is Unstable. In this arrangement, the raw acoustic piano sound is fed into a 
frequency parsing system that activates banks of complex resonators. These resonators are 
tuned to the same harmonic orbits. The pianist then interacts with the tuned computer-
electronic resonances, rung like subtle bells by their instrument. Consult the Nothingness is 
Unstable score for further instructions. 
 
Finally, realizations yet to be imagined may also be possible. 
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