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IN THE BEGINNING
(1978-1981)
DAVID ROSENBOOM

General Notes on the Series of Works

The macro-title, In the Beginning, refers to a series of works created from 1978 through
1981. These works were written for a variety of large and small instrumental ensembles,
computer-aided electronic music instruments, film/video, and synthetic speech. The last
of these is, in turn, also a series of pieces, titled, Future Travel, documented by an LP
record (Street Records) and more recently a CD (New World Records) released under
the same name. All of the works focus, among other things, on the development of a
unique harmonic, rhythmic and melodic language. This language takes inspiration from
research on a model of proportional structures in music and on an evolving, topologically
modeled theory of musical “shape” perception. There is programmatic content in the
works, which relates to human beings’ propensity to attempt to double themselves in
both religion and technology and which develops a scenario for the evolution of human
consciousness toward the birth of a macroscopic Earth-organism to which all individual
entities contribute.

The In the Beginning system of proportions emphasizes sets of irreducible ratios with
inversional symmetry and exploits both harmonic (linear) and sub-harmonic (non-linear)
relations. These are used to construct cycles of growth and decay, resulting from the
natural reinforcement of proportions with each other, moving toward maximum
resonance and away from it. Thus, a sense of natural phasing occurs, though all
movement takes place through proportional modulation by quantum steps. Additionally,
stochastic methods are used to implement smooth transitions from areas where the
probability is high that one or more sets of proportions will be predominant in the musical
material to areas where others take over.

Many of the horizontal (ex. melodic) forms result from the use of a limited set of
prototype shapes or contours. These are applied to the other musical materials (ex. pitch,
rhythm, timbre) currently predominant in the space of proportions. Each section of music
has its own unique shape determinants and modulation schemes. The contours
themselves resulted from physiological analyses of human expressive gestures carried
out in preparation for the works.

The compositions mirror nature in the creation of singularities, particles, or differentiated
units of perception. They do this by making use of the idea of resonance as a key to
creation within an initially smooth medium, like undifferentiated space or the undisturbed
surface of a calm lake. Resonance represents the force of drawing together in patterned
relationships, which outline natural ontological evolution. The harmonic and rhythmic
space is the medium; the composer and performers provide the initiating force; the
system of proportions articulates growth when interactions produce reinforcement and
decay when they produce collisions.

Recordings for the entire In the Beginning series are now documented on CDs (New
World Records).
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IN THE BEGINNING I1I (QUINTET)
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TORONTO 1979

The title, In the Beginning, refers to a rhythmic and harmonic construction that is treated
as a master structure from which numerous subset realizations can be created to serve
the orchestrational demands of specific groups of performers.

The master structure is based on a system of proportions that emphasizes irreducible
ratios (e.g. 2/11, 3/10, etc.). It exploits both harmonic and sub-harmonic relationships.
The ratios are applied to all musical parameters toward which compositional attention is
directed in a given realization. The relationships are used to construct cycles of growth
and decay resulting from natural reinforcement of proportions moving toward maximum
resonance and away from it. Thus, a sense of natural phasing occurs, though all
movement takes place through proportional modulation by quantum steps. There are no
strictly gradual or continuous processes, though movement from a rhythmic pattern of
11’s to a pattern of 10’s might give such an illusion.

Each of the seven sections in In the Beginning Ill, for woodwind quintet, emphasizes a
particular set of harmonic and rhythmic proportions. The selection of proportions helps
characterize each section. Particular feelings are ascribed to various sets of ratios found
in the harmonies, rhythms, and other musical materials. Stochastic techniques are then
employed to gradually transform the tendencies for particular ratios to appear in one
section into those of the next. In this way the qualities of sections evolve one into
another.

In addition, In the Beginning Ill introduces a system of counterpoint employing a
precisely defined set of musical “shapes.” These appear most visibly in the contours of
arpeggios, rising and falling lines that intertwine to form an arboretum of interacting
musical vines and branches. They are derived from analyses of forms that commonly
appear in the expression of human emotions, in gestures, biological patterns, and artistic
works.

In the Beginning Il was commissioned in 1979 by the Toronto group, York Winds, with
assistance from the Ontario Arts Council.



NOTES

Repeated trill figures, which are meant to be rhythmically precise, are often abbreviated
For example:
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Accidentals apply in their initial octave throughout the bar and are reset at the dashed
bar lines.

Performers may subtly express their discoveries in the emerging harmonic and rhythmic
tapestry through dynamics and tone quality.
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