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Performing Notes 
 
 

The form of Out of Truth (Don’t Motto) is articulated by a set of 17-beat harmony 
and rhythm cycles (ocassionally subdivided into 8½ + 8½ beats). A musical 

scaffolding is formed by the notations in the score, on which improvised lines 
may be also developed. Improvised parts may reference the underlying cycles 

articulated by the “Chords & Bass in 17” parts. The “8½ x 2” part creates a 
rhythmic counterpoint with the bass line. The “Percussion Outline in 17” part 

shows the form of each 17-beat rhythmic cycle and how it is subdivided. 
Percussionist(s) may embellish these cycles, while maintaining the clarity of the 
17-beat structure and the permutations of subdivisions shown in the score. The 

“Cycle Marker” helps synchronize the parts in each cycle. 
 

Section [A] includes a set of cycles that are to be played five (5) times each. 
Section [B] contains only one, slightly longer, cycle, also to be played five (5) 

times. A few pitches from a hidden, underlying them in the harmonies are shown 
on the “Improvised Line(s)” staff. These are optional and may be ornamented as 
desired. Section [C] is a longer cycle, which is subdivided in 8½ + 8½ beats and 

is intended to be played two (2) times before the final bar of the score, which 
creates an ending. 

 
Out of Truth (Don’t Motto) originated in 2018 during a collaborative project with 

filmmaker Lewis Klahr, who has made a film known by the same name. The 
score may be performed live with that film or it may be performed by itself in 

varied ensemble settings by creative musicians. The repetition numbers shown 
in the score for each cycle (ex. 5x) result in a performance that matches the 

length of the film. For a performance without the film, musicians may experiment 
with different repetition numbers. 
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